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Goodness I can’t believe I’m writing the intro to our 13th edition of 
Everything Indie and its nearly the end of June – how time flies!

We’ve provided you with a bunch of updates lately, many of which are 
featured in the pages that follow so I thought I’d take the opportunity to 
let you know what’s on the horizon over the next 6 months.  

New website/membership management system – Phase one is go 
live 1 July. I’m keen to hear your feedback but we’re confident it will 
absolutely ensure an improved user experience and we can’t wait to 
introduce it to you. 

Taking every advantage (like a state election coming up in October!) to 
ensure the new Queensland Craft Brewing & Distilling Strategy is fit 
for purpose, meets our needs and is resourced. 

After the new website we will be launching the Human Resource 
Service. This will give every member access to a considerable library 
of polices/procedures/guides and templates along with a set amount 
of FREE consultation access with a human resource professional.  
Based on your feedback we know that this is an area where you are 
often understaffed or do not have the expertise – which comes with 
a significant risk to the business. This service will form part of your 
membership benefits and we really hope that you take the opportunity 
to use it.  

In mid-July the delivery of our new member Quality Program will 
commence. This will also deliver new and practical tools to support 
you in ensuring that quality is always high on the radar and that you 
have the tools to make it as easy as possible. Again, this comes FREE 
as part of your membership benefits.

THEN we have this tiny project called the Independent Beer Awards! 
Don’t forget we are live streaming around the nation this year so if 
you can’t get to Perth make sure you tune in – from wherever you are. 
Details on how to register your watch party can be found here.
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https://www.iba.org.au/


After we’ve all recovered from the Indies Awards 
our focus for the rest of 2024 will be on: 

	- Advocacy, advocacy, advocacy! This is 
the point at which I will need to focus 
all my time and energy on ensuring we 
are informing, educating and seeking 
commitments from all parties in the lead up 
to a 2025 federal election.

	- Updating you on the progress toward 
national harmonisation of ALL container 
deposit schemes by 2025.

	- Tabling our Market Dominance position 
with the ACCC.

	- Rolling out the Sustainable Packaging 
Guide.

	- Sharing the new economic modelling on the 
beer industry in Australia and our vision for 
Beer Australia in a little more detail.

	- Update you on the plans for the future of 
Good Beer Week and BrewCon.

	- Hopefully, launching the new South 
Australia & Tasmania Beer Strategies. 
These are REALLY big things so I’d like 
to give a sneaky shout out to our State 
Chapter Leads as they are doing an 
amazing job and we can’t thank them 
enough… 

	- Oh – we will also swing a member survey 
your way as you know how important 
data is to us. And we know how much you 
lurrrrve a good survey!

I hope to see many of you over the next couple of 
months at the NSW MashUp, the South Australia 
MashUp at the Beer & BBQ Festival (come check us 
out the Indie Container Bar!), at the Indies Awards or 
the WA Beer & Brewing Conference. 

In the meantime – cheers to indie beers!

Kylie Lethbridge
Chief Executive Officer

https://events.humanitix.com/iba-mashup-nsw
https://www.beerbbqfest.com.au/
https://events.humanitix.com/wa-beer-and-brewing-conference-2024?hxchl=mkt-sch&_gl=1*1fwr7ft*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MTc0ODc0OTIuQ2owS0NRanc5dnF5QmhDS0FSSXNBSUljTE1HR2V5TXJtekFJNFFOZkZUdFFlSkcyZE12Wm80UmpzQ1ZzQlY1c1YyQUpvTmlSVXEyRGNyOGFBc3lGRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*MTg5Mjc0MTM2Ni4xNzE3NDg1MTIz*_ga*NjYzNDc0NzU0LjE3MTc0ODUxMjQ.*_ga_LHKW5FR9N6*MTcxNzU1Nzk2Mi41LjEuMTcxNzU1Nzk2Ny41NS4wLjA.


 
Shout out corner
A round of applause and cheers for...

North West Brewing Co, - Opening 
fourth venue in WA >>

Royal Perth Beer Awards winners - 

Finlay’s Brewing Co. - Champion 
Beer & Best Lager Packaged - Dark 
Lager, Best Low Alcohol Beer 
Packaged - Coral Coast Mid

Otherside Brewing Co. – Champion 
Medium Brewery, Best Amber - Dark 
Ale Packaged - Redliner 

Margaret River Beer Co. - Champion 
Small Brewery, Best IPA Packaged 
- In the Pines, Best IPA Draught - 
River Dog

FoundLab - Best New Exhibitor

Gage Roads Brewing Co. - Best 
Lager Draught – Alby Draught

Shelter Brewing Co. - Best Amber - 
Dark Ale Draught – Shelter red ale

Boundary Island Brewery – Best 
Pale Ale Packaged - Estuary Ale 
XPA, Best Low Alcohol Beer Draught 
- Island Lager

Campus Brewery - Best Porter Stout 
Draught & Packaged - Knucklepuck 
Imperial Stout ‘23

Bailey Brewing Co. - Best Pale Ale 
Draught - Mid

Old Coast Brewery - Best European 
Style Beer Packaged - OCRB Saison 

Luck Bay Brewing - Best Hybrid 
& Specialty Beer Packaged - The 
Mountaineer

Image supplied by Madocke Brewing Co.

Welcome to our  
new members

Brewery Member

A very warm welcome to those that have recently 
joined the indie family!

These businesses now unite with over 520 members who are 
working together to ensure the success of our industry, to build the 

culture and to shape the future of independent beer.

4 | EverythingIndie

Bronze Associate Member

Ingredients

https://www.businessnews.com.au/article/WA-brewery-to-open-fourth-venue
https://joewhitemaltings.com.au/
https://bichenobrewing.com/
https://www.lostandfound.com.au/
https://www.threetailsbrewery.com.au/
https://www.bignilesbrewingco.com.au/
https://www.freestylebrewing.com.au/cellar-door
https://www.campusbrewing.com.au/
https://feralbrewing.com.au/
https://kingroadbrewery.com/
https://www.foundlab.au/
https://sobremesabeer.com/
https://shackbaybrewing.com.au/
https://www.nailbrewing.com.au/
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New HR Service 
launches in July

6 | EverythingIndie

We have appointed 
Business Solutions 
Hub to provide a 
Human Resource 
Service to our 
Members.

“We are thrilled to have appointed 
Business Solutions Hub to provide 
even more support to our members” 
says Sabrina Kunz, Head of Industry 
Development.

IBA members will also have 
access to up to three free hours 
advice each month from a human 
resource professional who can 
provide information interpretation 
on the policies, procedures and 
documentation.  They can also 
provide guidance on topics such 
as onboarding and induction, 
recruitment, performance 
management and employee benefits. 

“Our members want to be head 
down focused on making high 
quality beer.  This service can give 
them the confidence to support their 
workforce or grow their team while 

“Our members have told us that 
they need help in the area of 
managing human resources and 
the program we have put together 
address that”.

Members will have access to a 
Business Solutions Hub which is a 
suite of editable workplace polices, 
employment contracts, procedures, 
templates, checklists and factsheets 
all at their fingertips. The content is 
updated regularly as the rules and 
regulations change so our members 
can be confident they have the most 
up-to-date information.  



EverythingIndie | 7

being compliant with the complex 
regulatory environment.  Our small 
business owners can rest assured 
knowing they have someone to call 
who can steer them in the right 
direction.”

The service will roll-out to members 
in early July as part of the IBA’s new 
website launch – so stay tuned for 
more information. 

We are thrilled to 
have appointed 

Business Solutions 
Hub to provide even 
more support to our 

members
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Our new web address

independentbrewers.org.au

Check out our new news section, 
where we’ll be regularly posting 
industry news, insights, and stories. 
Our updated directory of members 
is also a highlight, allowing you 
to easily discover and connect 
with others from all corners of the 
country. 
 
We invite you to visit the new 
website on 1 July and see for 
yourself how we’re making it 
simpler and more enjoyable to stay 
connected. 

Cheers to a new chapter of 
innovation, collaboration, and 
celebration of independent beer!

We are thrilled to announce 
the launch of the redesigned 
Independent Brewers Association 
website on 1 July! Our revamped 
website boasts a refreshed look and 
feel, providing a much-improved 
user experience. Navigating the 
site will be easier than ever, 
with intuitive menus and a clean, 
modern design that highlights 
our commitment to supporting 
independent brewers and  
enhancing your online experience. 
 
One of the key features of our new 
website is its user-friendly interface, 
designed to make it simple for you 
to explore and engage with our 
content. Whether you’re looking 
for resources, information about 
our latest advocacy outcomes, 
discovering new member breweries 
and associate member offers, or 
keeping up with upcoming events, 
you’ll find everything you need right 
at your fingertips. The streamlined 
navigation ensures that you can 
quickly access the most relevant 
information without any hassle. 
 

New 
website
Launching 1 July

EverythingIndie | 9

New web address 
You won’t notice it immediately but 
we will be taking this opportunity 
to change the website domain as 
so many organisations have the 
acronym IBA, which is impacting 
our search rankings. So, our 
new website address will be 
independentbrewers.org.au. 

In time our email addresses will 
also change but rest assured – 
diverts will be in place so you don’t 
have to worry about this for now.

New resource page

New member area

New resource area



Indies Awards Watch 
Parties, Ceremony 
Tickets & more

Well we are ALL systems go for 
the 2024 Indies Awards! And soooo 
excited to be hosting our ceremony 
in Perth at the conclusion of the 
West Australian Brewing Conference 
on 2 August. 

Whether you’re one of the 150+ 
breweries who have entered, 
travelling to Perth to judge or 
participate in the ceremony, or those 
who want an excuse to celebrate 
with your customers or for anyone 
who will be at home on the couch ... 
we are live streaming this year!

10 | EverythingIndie

Indies Awards Watch 
Parties
The Independent Beer Awards are 
for the whole indie beer community. 
It is a time for our breweries, 
supporters and fans across the 
country to come together and 
celebrate the best quality beer in 
the nation. 

The in person ceremony will be 
live streamed via Zoom and is an 
opportunity for you to bring your 
tribe together be it family, staff or 

your dedicated consumers. Here’s 
an excuse to spend a Friday night 
cheering on your favourite and to 
get your taps flowing.

Unlike other competitions, the 
team behind the Awards eg. us! are 
all about supporting independent 
breweries each and every day – 
including promotion of our medal 
and trophy winners direct to 
consumer and through trade so we 
hope that you value this program 
and will help us ramp up the energy 
for all entrants. 
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Register to host a watch 
party by 5 July and we will 
promote all via our industry 
and consumer channels – 
AskforIndiebeer.com (and 
associated socials) and our 
18,000+ consumer database. 

Ceremony Tickets
If you’re feeling a little FOMO and 
the need to jump on a plane to 
attend our night of nights in person 
– we’d love that! Tickets are now on 
sale!

2023 Champion Australian  
Independent Beer - Dollar Bill

This is a competition 
run by indies, for 

indies. 

Buy Tickets NowRegister Your Watch 
Party

Friday 2 August 

6.30pm(AWST) / 
8.30pm(AEST)  

Duration: 2 hours 
with a break at half 

time (like a footy 
match!)

Via Zoom 

https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Events-List/Indies/Indies_2024.aspx
https://events.humanitix.com/indies-2024-awards-ceremony
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Events-List/Indies/Indies_2024.aspx
https://www.cognitoforms.com/IndependentBrewersAssociation/_2024IndiesWatchPartyVenueRegistration
https://www.cognitoforms.com/IndependentBrewersAssociation/_2024IndiesWatchPartyVenueRegistration


In a few 
words
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Half yearly membership now open
Great news!!! If you missed the opportunity to sign up for 
the BIRA 2024 program in January. We have just opened 
up our half-yearly membership!

You can still take part in rounds 3 & 4 for 2024 by signing 
up. 

Registration closes 5pm on Friday 5th July.

Business Queensland Connect the 
podcast is now live!
It’s the new show designed to help Queensland 
businesses start, grow and thrive! In episode one, 
we talk business mentoring with Andrea Anderson 
from Your Marketing Machines. Andrea is a 
volunteer business mentor with the Queensland 
Government’s Mentoring for Growth program.

We discuss what it’s like to be a mentor, and what 
businesses can expect from a mentoring session. 
We also touch on current business challenges 
and trending topics, with new episodes released 
monthly.

Listen and watch now – and don’t forget to like and 
subscribe!

Listen on Spotify

Register

Sydney Beer Week & NSW Amateur 
Homebrewers Association Pro-Am 
Competition
Now as you may have heard Sydney’s Beer Week is back 
and expressions of interest have opened. So if you’re 
interested in running an event or partnering with Sydney 
Beer Week, submit your expression of interest here. 

The NSW Amateur Homebrewers Association (NSWAHBA) 
in conjunction with Sydney Beer Week are also inviting 
breweries to participate in the inaugural Pro-Am 
Competition.

This is an exciting opportunity to bring homebrewers and 
commercial brewers together in the spirit of learning, 
collaboration and some good old-fashioned competition.

Sydney Beer Week

NSWAHBA Pro-Am
Watch on YouTube

http://elink.dtesb.qld.gov.-hB4MS2gjXg
https://lnkd.in/gPy544rA
https://sydneybeerweek.com.au/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEEhXPTVboVArDC9Fv9H9C_e7vF1CZ0apkT-pa9TbnCKu9-w/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://elink.dtesb.qld.gov.-ZDKtm6Uj6BIgRxYfgyA


Conflict resolution fact sheets for small 
businesses
Queensland small businesses are facing significant 
challenges, including rising operating and insurance costs 
to managing priorities and staffing. These pressures can 
lead to conflicts, with customers or within the business.

The Queensland Small Business Commissioner’s (QSBC), 
Assistance team specialise in helping small businesses 
resolve disputes caused by conflict. Here are a few tips to 
manage business conflicts effectively: 

•	 Your approach matters: how you handle business 
issues greatly impacts the outcome.

•	 Conflict is inevitable: disagreements will happen, but 
they don’t have to get ugly!

•	 Clear communication: address issues as they arise 
and avoid ignoring them or being confrontational.

ATO tax time tips
1. Essentials to strengthen your small business 
will help you get your deductions right!

Claiming small business tax deductions is a short 
course to help you understand what expenses 
you can deduct immediately, what expenses you 
can deduct over time, and expenses you can 
never deduct. Want to know about motor vehicle 
deductions? It covers that too. Get started now!

•	 Claiming small business tax deductions 
•	 Essentials to strengthen your small business 

 
2. 2024 Tax time toolkit for investors is here! 

If you have a rental property, shares or crypto, 
there’s a fact sheet for you including tips and 
examples in an easy-to-read format. 

Download the Investors toolkit and share with your 
friends. 

3. Self-education expenses 

Planning on claiming self-education expenses this 
tax time? Remember: 

•	 You can claim a deduction for a self-education 
expense if, at the time you incur the expense, 
it has sufficient connection to your current job 
and improves or maintains the skills of your 
job. 

•	 You can’t claim a deduction for self-education 
if the course doesn’t have sufficient connection 
to your job – e.g., you’re trying to get a new 
job. 

More Information

Download Investors toolkit

More Information

NT - Container Deposit Scheme Update
Scheme targets have been set by the Minister for 
Environment to incentivise increased beverage container 
returns, and recovery and recycling of container 
materials. A 90% recycling rate target for aluminium 
containers has been set and applies to beverage 
manufacturers. This voluntary commences from 1 July 
2024.

Expanding the Scheme 
The NT Government is inviting stakeholders to provide 
comment on a draft Bill that would expand the Container 
Deposit Scheme to include  any container of 3L or less of 
ready to drink beverage, including containers like wine 
and spirit bottles and plain milk enabling these containers 
to be returned with or without a lid when empty in 
exchange for a 10 cent refund at an approved collection 
depot.

The IBA will respond on behalf of our members but you 
have have your say directly via the online survey HERE 
which closes on 18 July 2024. 
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http://elink.dtesb.qld.gov.
http://elink.dtesb.qld.gov.-WRaim-1uKiQCJy09yGRQ
http://elink.dtesb.qld.gov._Sc3402jbEKfdYCRSA
https://qsbc.qld.gov.au/get-help/
http://elink.dtesb.qld.gov.-Q
http://elink.dtesb.qld.gov.au/c/7/eyJhaSI6NTQ5OTIwODMsImUiOiJreWxpZS5sZXRoYnJpZGdlQGliYS5vcmcuYXUiLCJyaSI6ImxlYWQtNTU5YTBjMzQzMDc1ZWExMWE4MTEwMDBkM2E3OWEyMmMtZmI3Y2YyMzI5N2NmNDM2Mjg5NzcyODA4ZmM1NjZjYWYiLCJycSI6IjAyLWIyNDE2Ni0yZjY2MTM5OGJhZWI0NTQ3YWUxNzU3YTc2YmU3YTQ1NiIsInBoIjpudWxsLCJtIjp0cnVlLCJ1aSI6IjI3IiwidW4iOiIiLCJ1IjoiaHR0cDovL3d3dy5hdG8uZ292LmF1L3NlbGZlZHVjYXRpb24_X2NsZGVlPVJJQm5qQlkzUEhtYldoamtvaDJkT3VIV1YzMU1GY3BXS1RLYkpsT05jWUdRMlhVSFdTeG5zOU1CMkFxNXpnMVomcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9bGVhZC01NTlhMGMzNDMwNzVlYTExYTgxMTAwMGQzYTc5YTIyYy1mYjdjZjIzMjk3Y2Y0MzYyODk3NzI4MDhmYzU2NmNhZiZlc2lkPWI2OWZhMmE4LWVlMjktZWYxMS04NDA5LTAwMGQzYWNiZDViOSJ9/ui81lO0Hy5V0IUA6JE_60A
https://haveyoursay.nt.gov.au/container-deposit-scheme


Member
Resources
If you haven’t had time lately to familiarise yourself with 
the 200+ different resources in the member portal, best 
you jump on now. Here’s just a snap shot of the most 
recent:

14 | EverythingIndie

Who owns your beer poster
Thanks to the Crafty Pint we have adapted their work to 
add a little more indie flavour and turned it in to a poster 
for you to print and use. The back of toilets doors is a 
great spot for this little gem!

View Resource

Crafting Success: Digital Transformation 
drives brewery - Hop Harvest Technical 
Symposium March 2024
Steve Ansermino, a seasoned professional in sales, 
tech, and business, excels at simplifying complexities 
as Cloud Culture’s Solutions Director. With NetSuite 
certification and a business-focused approach, he guides 
businesses to success through collaboration, continuous 
improvement, and attention to detail. This includes case 
studies so you can see how your fellow indie brewers 
have benefited from this service.

View Resource

Maximising your opportunity, how 
to sell more beer
The team behind local, and independent craft beer 
ranging at Coles Liquor is joined by Evin Craney 
Deputy Chair of the IBA to discuss how small 
breweries can set themselves up for success when 
looking to grow their wholesale business. This 
session includes insight on what national teams 
are looking for when taking on a new product, and 
how to ensure you’re ready when the orders start 
flying in. 

View Resource

Please note: You need to be logged in to the IBA website 
to access these resources. If you need assistance please 
email membership@iba.org.au

14 | EverythingIndie

https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Resources-folder/Members-Only-Downloads/Beer-Business/HH-24_CC.aspx
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Resources-folder/Members-Only-Downloads/Brewcon/BrewCon-2023/finding-growth-nickboots.aspx
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Resources-folder/Members-Only-Downloads/Brewcon/BrewCon-2023/max-opp-beer.aspx
mailto:membership%40iba.org.au?subject=
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Online selling that best serves your 
customers | 1hr Strategy Session 
(valued at $500) - Swanky
Chat through opportunities on how to create an 
online selling platform direct to your customer and 
connecting your in store sales with your online 
platform to drive sales wherever your drinkers 
want to buy. This could even include an online/
offline loyalty program - Frequent Flyers for Beer.

View Offer

Member
Offers
Below are just a snap shot of member offers currently 
available. Visit Member Offers for the full list.

Midland Insurance - Broker Fee Waived 
Value of broker fee is at least $80 and applies to the first 
year of cover only. New customers only. Offer valid in 
Australia only.

More Information

Reduce your freight costs
Did you know the IBA has partnered with Australia 
Post to get members bespoke rates?

See how you can take advantage of these rates.

View offer

EverythingIndie | 15

https://www.iba.org.au/public/MemberBenefitDetail?ID=27129&Ordinal=47
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Member-Offers/Member-Offers-Listing.aspx
https://www.iba.org.au/public/MemberBenefitDetail?ID=23528&Ordinal=42
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Resources-folder/freight.aspx


Grants for 
breweries
While we’re looking for grants to assist us in the work we 
do we’re also keeping an eye out for any grants that can 
assist you.

16 | EverythingIndie

Sustainable Business Program 
(NEW) - ACT 
Ongoing
Small to medium ACT businesses can register 
for a free program to access rebates, resources, 
advice, and accreditation. Through the program you 
can book a free on-site assessment and receive 
a tailored action plan. Rebates are available for 
energy efficient upgrades such as gas to electric, 
heating, cooling, lighting, and refrigeration.

More Information
R&D Tax Incentive 
Ongoing
The Research and Development Tax Incentive 
(R&DTI) offers a tax offset for companies 
conducting eligible R&D activities. Encouraging 
investment in R&D to help your company to grow 
and innovate.

More Information

Business Growth Loan Scheme 
(NEW) - TAS 
Closes 20 December 2024
Provides loans to assist Tasmanian businesses to 
develop, expand or undertake new projects that 
promote growth in the Tasmanian economy and 
align with the Tasmanian Government’s strategic 
objectives

More Information

Digital Solutions – Australian Small 
Business Advisory Services (NEW) 
VIC Ongoing
Access mentoring, workshops, webinars, and short 
courses to build digital skills for an upfront cost of 
$110.00 which includes 3 hours of 1:1 mentoring. 

More Information

Assess-Implement-Monitor (AIM) Grants 
(NEW) - SA 
Ongoing
Green Industries SA are supporting eligible businesses 
with a subsidy (up to $15,000) to assess ways to 
implement more economically and environmentally 
sustainable practices.

More Information

EV Charging Scheme - NT  
Closes 30 June
Business owners with an electric vehicle can 
apply for up to $2,500 to install an electric vehicle 
charger at their business premises.

More Information

New Industries Fund (NEW) - WA 
Ongoing with cut-off dates
To create local jobs and industries, there is a recognised 
need for improved and expanded support across the 
entire innovation ecosystem.

More Information

https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Resources-folder/industry_grants.aspx
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Resources-folder/industry_grants.aspx
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Resources-folder/industry_grants.aspx
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Resources-folder/industry_grants.aspx
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Resources-folder/industry_grants.aspx
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Resources-folder/industry_grants.aspx
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Resources-folder/industry_grants.aspx


This is just a snap shot, we currently 
have 37 grants listed on our website.

View More Grants
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Boosting Business Innovation Fund 
(NEW)- NSW 
Ongoing
The purpose of this grant is to increase 
collaboration between researchers and SME’s 
to develop projects that support productivity 
improvement, knowledge sharing, inventions, new 
products and services. 

More Information

Queensland Zero Emission Vehicle 
Rebate Scheme (NEW)- QLD 
Ongoing/Funds Exhausted
Rebates are available for Queensland individuals 
and businesses who have purchased a new 
Zero Emission Vehicle (ZEV). Find out about this 
program and the eligibility requirements.

More Information

Regional Economic Development 
Grants (NEW) - WA 
Closes 26 June 2024
A state-wide government initiative that invests 
in locally driven projects that stimulate job 
creation and economic growth in regional areas. 
Collaborative projects must demonstrate economic 
outcomes such as: sustainable jobs, expanding 
or diversifying industry, developing skills or 
capabilities, attracting new investment in the 
region, and increasing productivity. 

More Information

Value Add Investment Grants – 
Feasibility Stream (NEW)- WA
Provides eligible businesses with funding towards 
feasibility studies and other de-risking activities relating 
to food and beverage manufacturing ($15,000 to $100,000)

More Information

Bin Trim Equipment Rebates 
Program - NSW 
Ongoing 
The program is designed to fund a range of 
equipment and technology solutions that reduce 
organics, plastics and other waste generated from 
commercial and industrial activities. You could 
get a rebate of up to $50,000 to cover up to 50% 
of the capital cost of small-scale, on-site recycling 
equipment or technology.

More Information

https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Resources-folder/industry_grants.aspx
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Resources-folder/industry_grants.aspx
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Resources-folder/industry_grants.aspx
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Resources-folder/industry_grants.aspx
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Resources-folder/industry_grants.aspx


Education & 
Training

Planning Your Successful Craft 
Brewing Business
The Brewers Institute this week launches their 
first online course, “Planning Your Successful Craft 
Brewing Business”.  

They have a very special launch price until 11pm 
this Sunday, and for those in the IBA community, if 
you join their launch list here you will get a further 
10% off the launch price.  

You can read more about The Brewers Institute 
and their course, but be sure to join the list here to 
access the 10% off the launch price. 

Join launch list

Quality & Food Safety for Brewers: 
A Practical Guide
This practical and comprehensive course is 
designed to equip you with essential knowledge 
and tools for ensuring top-notch quality and 
uncompromising food safety in your brewery. Learn 
to identify risks, seize improvement opportunities, 
and implement strategies to enhance your 
business.

Date: Multiple 
Time: 9am-5pm (2 days) 
Location: Perth or Melbourne

More Information

DPIRD: Food Industry Innovation 
Workshop - WA
The upcoming workshop, Navigating the 
Australian Retail Liquor Market, aims to provide 
invaluable insights for both newcomers and 
seasoned professionals in the liquor industry. 
Led by industry expert Mr Chris Baddock, with 
over 22 years of experience spanning suppliers, 
retailers, and wholesaler businesses, participants 
will gain a comprehensive understanding of the 
Australian retail liquor landscape. This workshop 
promises to be an invaluable resource for anyone 
involved in the production and distribution of 
alcoholic beverages, offering practical insights 
and strategies for success in the Australian liquor 
market.

Date: Multiple 
Time: 2 hours 
Location: Margaret River or Hillarys

Margaret River

Certificate IV in Artisan Fermented 
Products (Brewing) TAFE NSW
The course kicks off in September and is aimed 
at people within the industry who are or aim to 
be Senior Brewers, Head Brewers, or Production 
Managers. Subjects include production planning, 
facility design, process engineering and leading 
teams.

Enrollments are now open

Location: Online/In person 
Information Session: June 26 5-6.30pm

More Information
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NSW First Experience Development 
Workshop - Central Coast
Join this Destination NSW workshop to find out 
how you can create, tailor and deliver world-class, 
bookable visitor experiences that showcase the 
strengths of your destination.     
 
Date: Wednesday 26 June 2024 
Time: 10:00 - 15:00 (AEST) 
Location: Wyong NSW

More Information

Perth

More Information

https://productdistributiondevelopment.createsend1.com/t/r-l-ttkliho-nvtrirykr-r/
https://www.thebrewersinstitute.com/launch-list-iba
https://productdistributiondevelopment.createsend1.com/t/r-l-ttkliho-nvtrirykr-r/
https://athenaquality.com.au/quality-food-safety-for-brewers-a-practical-guide-individual-melbourne/
https://productdistributiondevelopment.createsend1.com/t/r-l-ttkliho-nvtrirykr-r/
https://events.humanitix.com/navigating-the-australian-retail-liquor-industry-sw
https://productdistributiondevelopment.createsend1.com/t/r-l-ttkliho-nvtrirykr-r/
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/course-areas/food-and-hospitality/courses/certificate-iv-in-artisan-fermented-products--FBP40621-01/offerings/FBP40621-01V01-24ULT-045
https://productdistributiondevelopment.createsend1.com/t/r-l-ttkliho-nvtrirykr-r/
https://industrynsw.my.site.com/destinationnsw/s/lt-event?id=a5ROa0000003d1dMAA
https://productdistributiondevelopment.createsend1.com/t/r-l-ttkliho-nvtrirykr-r/
https://events.humanitix.com/navigating-the-australian-retail-liquor-industry-perth-metro
https://productdistributiondevelopment.createsend1.com/t/r-l-ttkliho-nvtrirykr-r/
https://www.thebrewersinstitute.com/


Pay your 
membership 
monthly
Did you know we offer payment plans for your membership? 

With small monthly payments, you can keep your IBA membership and manage your cash flow at the same time!

Band Annual Fee (ex GST) Monthly Fee (inc GST)
Brewery In Planning  $500 $45.84

 Band 1  $550 $50.42
 Band 2  $1,100 $100.84
 Band 3  $3,300 $302.50
 Band 4  $5,500 $504.17
 Band 5  $7,700 $705.84
 Band 6  $11,000 $916.67

Associate - Individual $500 $45.84
Associate - Bronze $1200 $110

Associate - Gold  $2,500 $229.16

Associate - Black $5,000 $458.34

Email Membership Services to set-up your monthly payments via direct debit membership@iba.org.au
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mailto:membership%40iba.org.au?subject=
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In the 
media
Here is a snapshot of where the Independent Brewers 
Association has been mentioned in the media. 

State of decline: ‘Retail recession’ 
looms as Vic falls to rock bottom
Victorian shops, restaurants, builders, brewers and 
other businesses could continue to bleed and go broke 
for another two years, as the state continues its post-
pandemic slide — with an industry leader warning a 
“retail recession” now looms.

Even after interest rates dropped “a couple of times”, 
it would likely take more than a year for consumer 
confidence to return to a point where Victorians 
feel comfortable splashing out again on pleasures 
like restaurant meals and new clothes, Swinburne’s 
Professor Sean Sands said.

Read the full article at Herald Sun

Growth and goals in challenging 
economic conditions
The Federal Government and independent 
brewers are pushing the ACCC to investigate 
into the enormous power that large international 
companies have in the Australian beer market

Read the full article at  
Food and Drinks Business

Big Shed is bouncing back, with a 
little help from some friends
Two months after Big Shed emerged from 
voluntary administration, InDaily had a beer with 
one of the craft brewery’s founders and discussed 
good and terrible times, lessons and the power of 
community.

Read the full article at InDaily

https://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/victoria/victorians-spending-power-hits-rock-bottom-interest-rate-rises-and-covid-people-had-a-lot-more-money-four-yearsago/news-story/33a24c45bdc9e5dfed7aa2e788883824
https://www.foodanddrinkbusiness.com.au/news/growth-and-goals-in-challenging-economic-conditions
https://www.foodanddrinkbusiness.com.au/news/growth-and-goals-in-challenging-economic-conditions
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KAIJU! Founder Becomes New 
Independent Brewers Association 
Chair
Callum Reeves (pictured above left with brother 
Nat), one of the founders of newly-crowned AIBA 
Champion Medium Australian Brewery, KAIJU!, 
has been named chair of the Independent Brewers 
Association (IBA).

Evin Craney, of Bright Brewery, is the new deputy 
chair. He takes up the post less than a year after 
winning the Young Gun award at the 2023 Indies.

Read the full article at The Crafty Pint

Sad reason Kelly’s on King won’t 
sell some of Australia’s favourite 
beers
A popular Sydney watering hole has boldly 
declared that its taps will no longer flow some of 
the country’s favourite beers – but for good reason.

It’s a modern incarnation of the Slim Dusty classic, 
a Pub with no Beer – but only if that beer has CUB 
or Lion on its label.

Read full article at news.com.au

Multiple breweries collapse as alcohol 
industry brought to its knees
An industry insider is sounding the alarm as mass 
casualties hit one Aussie sector that used to be 
thriving, but no longer.

Nick Boots, an industry consultant from The Business 
of Beer Consulting and Advisory and previously the 
general manager of popular Byron Bay brewery 
Stone & Wood, has warned that the recent collapse of 
Melbourne-based Deeds Brewery won’t be the last to 
rock the sector.

Read the full article at new.com.au

https://craftypint.com/news/3467/kaiju-founder-becomes-new-independent-brewers-association-chair
https://www.news.com.au/finance/business/sad-reason-kellys-on-king-wont-sell-some-of-australias-favourite-beers/news-story/149d43dde703d3779352f8dd146a1c45
https://glamadelaide.com.au/adelaide-beer-bbq-festival-unveils-epic-brewer-lineup-for-this-july/


The Events Program is your 
one-stop-shop for all IBA and 
indie supporter events.

If you are a member and 
having events of your own 
why don’t you consider telling 
us so we can share them 
with the industry? Contact 
communications@iba.org.au 
for more information.

2024 Events 
Program
Check it out!
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21-23 June GABS Melbourne

25 June SA MashUp
The meeting will include an absolute truckload of 
information, and even if you can’t make it in person, 
please join us via Google Meet on: 

the this link  

or by visiting https://calendar.app.google/
vKumaPJiABYGUGSH8 and clicking the link within.  

or in person at Brightstar Brewing, 35 Stirling 
Street, Thebarton

2 July NSW MashUp
Come along for some super great beers and snacks 
thanks to our mates at [Hawkes Brewing].

You’ll also get to hear an update from us, our pals at State 
Government on opportunities for brewers, and from the 
Inner West Association on the success of their grants and 
the benefits of joined up working at a local level.

It will be a great chance to catch up as you know we 
lurrrrve a chat!

11 July SA MashUp
We are very excited to be hosting a MashUp on 11 July 
2024 at the Suburban Brew, near the Showgrounds on the 
night before Beer & BBQ.

Join Kylie Lethbridge (CEO) and Sabrina Kunz (Head of 
Industry Development) along with Steve Brockman (State 
Chapter Lead) for chat over a beer.  By then, hopefully 
you’ve had some time to digest the draft South Australian 
Craft Beer strategy and we can get all your feedback. 

12-14 July Beer & BBQ Festival

2 August WABA Beer & Brewing 
Conference
Book Now! 8am - 4pm Rendezvous Hotel Scarborough 
Perth. Full program and tickets available soon.

2 August The Indies Awards 
Ceremony
6.30pm (AWST). Full details, including live streaming and 
tickets available now.

Upcoming

»

»

»
»

»

»

https://meet.google.com/mqo-rumo-zmu
https://calendar.app.google/vKumaPJiABYGUGSH8
https://calendar.app.google/vKumaPJiABYGUGSH8
https://events.humanitix.com/iba-mashup-nsw
https://gabsfestival.com/
https://www.beerbbqfest.com.au/
https://www.wabeer.com.au/events/
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Events-List/Indies/Indies_2024.aspx
https://events.humanitix.com/iba-mashup-sa


The Key 
Ingredient
News and updates from our Associate Members
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Rising Energy Costs Adding 
Pressure to Independent Breweries

In the current economic climate, 
small businesses are doing it 
tough under the pressures of 
inflation. Independent Brewers are 
no different, with the Herald Sun 
stating “craft beer brewers are 
being forced to operate “on bare 
bones”, close doors, merge or enter 
administration, in “unprecedented 
times”.” This is devastating news 
to read about for small-medium 
sized businesses (often family run) 
doing it this tough. One of the main 
reasons is the cost of energy and 
the toll this is taking on this once 
booming sector.

Brewing beer is an energy-intensive 
process, requiring substantial 
amounts of electricity and gas for 
heating, cooling, and operating 
brewing equipment. In the energy 
market, there are several factors 
contributing to rising energy costs, 
including geopolitical tensions, 
fluctuations in supply and demand, 
and regulatory changes aimed at 
reducing carbon emissions. These 
dynamics are largely beyond the 
control of craft breweries, leaving 
them vulnerable to market volatility.

How Choice Energy Can 
Assist 
Amidst these challenges, Choice 
Energy is vital for breweries, 
offering a range of solutions 
for energy procurement and 
management. By leveraging Choice 
Energy’s expertise, breweries can 
mitigate the impact of rising energy 
costs and enhance their operational 
efficiency.

KAIJU! Beer in Victoria is a 
multi-award winning brewery 
producing exceptional brews for 
the community and when owners 
Nat, Callum and Clara, became 
concerned about the amount 
of power they were using and 
the impact it was having on the 
environment, they reached out 
to Choice to discuss their energy 
options.

What initially started as a 
conversation around securing a 
better energy contract, saw Choice 
Energy consultants acquire $21,000 
in government rebates to help the 
business fund a 40kW solar system 
which produced savings from day 1.

“I was confident about working 
with Choice as we had previously 

used their service to contract 
our power requirements. The 

team has always been open and 
proactive in providing us with 

information and reports we have 
required. The installation was 

professional and as painless as 
you could hope for.”

— Callum Reeves, Owner, Kaiju Beer

So far this year, Choice Energy has 
helped IBA members save $35,681  
on their energy bills.

Choice Energy offers FREE, no 
obligation energy assessments to IBA 
members wanting to seek out better 
energy rates and options suited to 
their operating costs. 

For more information, please contact 
Amelia Pinkard with your most 
current energy bill:

Partnership Relationships 
Coordinator

Amelia Pinkard  
amelia.pinkard@choiceenergy.com.au 
0413 874 116

https://www.heraldsun.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=HSWEB_WRE170_a&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heraldsun.com.au%2Fnews%2Fvictoria%2Ffacing-unprecedented-times-the-fight-to-save-victorias-beleaguered-craft-beer-industry%2Fnews-story%2F1d51baf65e00fe9c1fd66e694b0498a7&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium&v21=GROUPA-Segment-2-NOSCORE
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=HSWEB_WRE170_a&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heraldsun.com.au%2Fnews%2Fvictoria%2Ffacing-unprecedented-times-the-fight-to-save-victorias-beleaguered-craft-beer-industry%2Fnews-story%2F1d51baf65e00fe9c1fd66e694b0498a7&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium&v21=GROUPA-Segment-2-NOSCORE
mailto:amelia.pinkard%40choiceenergy.com.au?subject=
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Aussie music key to  
Young Henrys success

In 12 short years Young Henrys 
has become a household name 
around the country, hailing the next 
generation of beer and music lovers 
to join a community that just gets it.  
Underpinning the iconic and hugely 
successful brand is their authentic 
love of music and the culture 
that goes with it; Community and 
supporting mates.  Spearheading 
the operations at the Newtown-
based brewery, Ross Tipper knew 
music would be an integral part 
of Young Henrys as a brand and 
venue, getting behind an industry 
that preceded his gig in the liquor 
biz. OneMusic sat down with Bar 
Tasting Manager Ross to find out 
the ethos behind Young Henrys and 
what he wants other liquor brands 
to know.

Highlights
•	 Music is key to community 

as much as liquor is – your 
customers take away more 
than just the drinks they 
consume when they visit your 
venue

•	 Acquiring a music licence with 
OneMusic helps music creators 
make a living

•	 Supporting the music industry 
is not just about legalities but 
an ethical responsibility as 
co-creators to pay musicians 
adequately when used in a 
commercial setting.

Young Henrys are one of the leaders 
in the Aussie craft beer boom. 
Proudly independent, they are 
inspired by culture– music, fashion, 
art, food, and more. Their projects 
are always exciting and different. 
From supporting local bands to 
collaborating with the Foo Fighters 
on a brew, music is at the core of 
what they do.

Leading to countless partnerships 
and activations with music festivals, 
sporting events, bands, major 
conferences, and more, Young 
Henrys are finding new ways of 
reaching customers through this 
connection to culture.     

OneMusic National Licensing 
Manager Jeremy Davidson stopped 
by the flagship brewery in Newtown 
to find out more.  Ross Tipper is not 
just the co-founder but a musician, 
and record label owner.

https://bit.ly/3Jfax6A http://
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Recognising the music 
with Audoo
Not only does Young Henrys 
rightly pay a licence fee to have 
music, but they were also among 
the first businesses in Australia 
to have an Audoo Audio Meter 
installed. It’s a small device that 
uses Music Recognition Technology 
(MRT) to automatically recognise 
the recorded music used in your 
business. The data is analysed to 
help determine how royalties are 
paid.

Ross says, “If we can make royalty 
reporting more accurate for our 
local talent, that’s a win in our 
book!”

Breweries licensed with OneMusic 
can opt-in to receive an Audoo Audio 
Meter. As a participating business 
you will receive an Audio Meter 
completely cost free, supporting 
the songwriters you play by helping 
ensure your music licence fee goes 
to the right people.

The Audio Meter protects privacy by 
excluding non-music audio through 
fingerprinting technology which 
ensures no audio is ever stored on 
or sent from the device.

OneMusic look after device delivery 
and installation: all that’s required 
is an available power outlet. 
Licensed customers can contact 
OneMusic by email for further 
information.

The Audoo Audio Meter is smaller 
than a phone and just requires a 

power outlet to plug into.

https://onemusic.com.au/music-recognition-technology
https://onemusic.com.au/music-recognition-technology
mailto:audiometer%40onemusic.com.au?subject=I%27m%20interested%20in%20installing%20an%20Audoo%20Audio%20Meter%20for%20my%20brewery
mailto:audiometer%40onemusic.com.au?subject=I%27m%20interested%20in%20installing%20an%20Audoo%20Audio%20Meter%20for%20my%20brewery


Membership  
Matters
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The IBA has a clear vision:  
quality independent beer 
everywhere.

Do you want to be a part of an organisation 
that helps you tap the potential of your 
business, provides resources, advocates for 
regulatory change and celebrates all things 
indie? Then look no further. 

We provide a united voice for 
independently-owned breweries 
across Australia. Our mission is to 
build a strong, sustainable future for 
our industry. 

Between 2021-2031, the IBA will 
work hand in hand with the industry 
to grow market share to 15% as 
well as navigate challenges and 
harness the opportunities the future 
presents.

We advocated for and delivered 
the increase of beer excise from an 
annual cap of $100,000 to $350,000, 
changes to excise payment 
schedules and accrued excise debt 
waived during COVID-19. 



We are currently working on: 

•	 Delivering the 2023 - 3 year 
Strategic Plan with four pillars 
of single minded focus: 
	- National & State Advocacy
	- Consumer Awareness
	- Member Business 

Sustainability 
	- IBA Health.

Guiding principles:
	- Building resilience
	- Building sustainability 
	- Strengthening the reputation 

of Independent Beer
•	 Advocating to the Federal 

Government to create Beer 

Australia, a national strategy 
and underpinning funding 
program. 

•	 To support the independent 
brewing industry 

•	 Work with state and territory 
governments to create/update 
Craft Beer Strategies.  

•	 Working with national, 
state and territory tourism 
organisations to recognise  
tap rooms and brewpubs as 
unique and valuable visitors 
experiences.

•	 Build content, story and 
imagery on consumer channels 
eg. #Askforindiebeer and 
Independent Seal consumer 
campaign.

•	 Making recommendations 
regarding the national 
harmonisation outcomes for 
Container Deposit Schemes.

•	 Expansion of Certificate III to 
other states and territories.

•	 Establish apprenticeship and 
Certificate IV in partnership 
with education providers; and 
more.

Become a  
member today

We cannot compete with the big players 
on resources and scale. However, by 

working together we can tap into a strong 
network of global and local knowledge 

IBA Member, 2021
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https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Resources-folder/become-a-member-brewer.aspx
https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Resources-folder/become-a-member-brewer.aspx


IBA Board 
and Staff
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Board Director  
Annelies Nijskens 
Brewery Manager/Founder 
Madocke Beer Brewing Co. 
Ashmore, QLD 
Email

Chair 
Callum Reeves 
Chief Boss 
KAIJU! Beer 
South Dandenong, VIC 
Email

Deputy Chair 
Evin Craney 
National Sales & Export Manager 
Bright Brewery 
Bright, VIC 
Email

Board Director  
Glen Brasington 
CEO 
Hawke’s Brewing Co. 
Marrickville, NSW 
Email

Board Director  
Tom Champion 
Brewery Director 
Felons Brewing Co. 
Kangaroo Point, QLD 
Email

Board Director  
Helen Black 
Director & Owner 
The Coastal Brewing Co. 
Forster, NSW 
Email

Elected Director 
Paul Maley 
General Manager 
Shelter Brewing Co. 
Busselton, WA 
Email

mailto:annelies%40madocke.com.au?subject=
mailto:callum%40kaijubeer.com.au?subject=
mailto:evin%40brightbrewery.com.au?subject=
mailto:glen.brasington%40hawkesbrewing.com?subject=
mailto:tom.champion%40felonsbrewingco.com.au?subject=
mailto:helen%40thecoastalbrewingcompany.com?subject=
mailto:paul%40shelterbrewing.com.au?subject=


Chief Executive Officer 
Kylie Lethbridge 
0490 818 717 
Email

Head of Events 
Siobhan Kerin 
0437 799 552 
Email

Head of Marketing & 
Communications (Part-Time) 
Kelly Falconer 
0499 292 740 
Email

Membership Manager 
(Part-Time) 
Emily Doughty 
Email

Head of Industry 
Development 
Sabrina Kunz 
Email
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mailto:Kylie.Lethbridge%40iba.org.au?subject=
mailto:siobhan.kerin%40iba.org.au?subject=
mailto:kelly.falconer%40iba.org.au?subject=
mailto:emily.doughty%40iba.org.au?subject=
mailto:sabrina.kunz%40iba.org.au?subject=


Indies Awards 
Advisory Committee

Chair  
Will Tatchell 
Founder 
Van Dieman Brewing 
Evandale, TAS 
Email

Tom Champion    
General Manager 
Felons Brewing 
Brisbane, QLD 
Email

Lachlan MacBean 
Captain of the good ship 
Grainfed Brewing Co. 
Newcastle, NSW 
Email

 
Clare Clouting 
Founder 
Athena Quality 
Singleton, WA 
Email

Richard Chamberlin  
Technical Manager - 
Australia 
Lallemand Brewing 
Sydney, NSW 
Email

 
Sam Bethune 
Technical Sales Specialist  
Bintani 
Melbourne, VIC 
Email

 
Pia Poynton 
Sales & Operations 
Manager 
Grape & Grain 
Leederville, WA 
Email
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mailto:will%40vandiemanbrewing.com.au?subject=
mailto:tom.champion%40felonsbrewingco.com.au?subject=
mailto:lachlan%40grainfedbrewing.com.au?subject=
mailto:clare%40athenabusinesssolutions.com.au?subject=
mailto:rchamberlin%40lallemand.com?subject=
mailto:sam%40bintani.com.au?subject=
mailto:pia%40grapeandgrain.com.au?subject=
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We have over 100 Associate 
Members who join to support 
the independent beer 
community to provide services 
and resources for brewery 
members. 

Check out the directory to see 
what’s on offer today!

Associate 
Member 
Directory
Check it out!

34 | EverythingIndie

View directory

https://www.iba.org.au/Public/Public/Member-Directory/Associate-Directory-Home.aspx

